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We have inherited a large house, a great “world house” in which we have to live together—black and white, Easterner and Westerner, Gentile and Jew, Catholic and Protestant, Moslem and Hindu—a family unduly separated in ideas, culture and interest, who, because we can never again live apart, must learn somehow to live with each other in peace.” Martin Luther King, Jr.,  in Where Do we Go from Here?, 1967

We practice our faith in a time of challenges that demand extraordinary effort.  Among myriad concerns, one underplayed urgent issue is the profiling and sometimes abusive treatment of American Muslims.

As Quakers, we seek a nonviolent and just global household.  Our work begins with ourselves and our own community and country.  This work must include our embrace of the “other”, replacing “tolerance” with acceptance, sustained relations, and collaboration on issues of mutual concern.  African-, Latino-, and Asian-Americans have long experienced racial/ethnic and economic discrimination.  Today, American Muslims, especially since 9/11, have joined them in a triple-edged stereotype: foreigner, infidel, terrorist-sympathizer.  Recent polls alert us to this fact.

Shared service and policy activities, as well as exchange of worship delegations, with Muslim and other minority organizations could make a long term contribution to peace and justice and better address shared community and legislative concerns.  Irreplaceable “know-how” learning comes from everyday experience, a learning with, rather than learning about, and working with rather than helping out stereotyped others. 

Such proactive engagement by us at CHFM offers another way to practice our faith in equality, justice, and community; enhance our understanding of American Muslims and theirs of us; raise American Muslim visibility and voice in a positive way (of special importance to Muslim youth); encourage similar efforts by others; and make our public education and advocacy more effective.  
Intercultural teamwork does not just happen.  It requires planned and coordinated effort to extend ourselves as Quakers and as Americans to our American Muslim sisters and brothers.  CHFM is beginning to reach out.  Numerous American Muslim organizations voice readiness to collaborate in efforts to promote public and media education, civil liberties, voter participation, and advocate meeting human needs, immigration reform, and conflict resolution particularly in the Middle East and Africa.  Some of these groups work in our community. 

Accordingly, we at the Chapel Hill Friends Meeting affirm that Quaker values compel us to: 

1. In 2009, commit to look for and engage American Muslim secular and religious organizations with which to learn together and collaborate on issues of common interest and concern.
2. Commit to implement this initiative in a purposeful way by forming a small ad hoc committee, under the care of Peace and Social Concerns, that will: 
(a) develop an inclusive outreach outline or plan that explores opportunities among secular and religious Muslim organizations, as well as other disenfranchised groups, for collaborative work, while gaining an understanding of our shared truths; 
(b) interpret, support, and report on progress of this initiative to our Meeting. 
The ad hoc committee could help each of our committees explore ways it might link up with its Muslim counterpart (see the attached appendix for specific examples).  
The outreach outline or plan could also supply contact numbers of a variety of Muslim and other diverse groups for longer term outreach efforts, relevant websites, and other background resources.

3. By the end of 2010, fold the ad hoc outreach committee into the normal fabric of Peace & Social Concerns so that this effort becomes an ongoing part of its work and that of the Meeting.
---------------------------------------------------
Appendix:  Examples of ways our Meeting’s committees might work with their Muslim counterparts.

· Children’s and Youth Religious Education—with the Youth Committee at Islamic Center of Raleigh [ICR] and/or its sister Freedom Foundation of the Muslim American Society [MAS] [or other Muslim organizations], for educational and recreational activities; with Stronger Ties [the joint CFS-ICR/MAS initiative], including Claire Freda of the ICR’s primary and middle schools.

· Quaker Young Adults—with the UNC Muslim Student Association, et al.
· Adult Religious Education—with individuals like Mona Dakouri and Mesa of the ICR and with the ICR Educational Committee to enhance mutual understanding and forums.

· Ministry and Worship—contact with the Executive Committee of ICR, perhaps to plan exchanges of worship delegations, etc.
· Women’s Reading Group—with the Women’s [Sisters’] Committee of ICR, for perhaps joint readings and discussion.
· Hospitality—with the Sisters and/or the Kitchen [public/member food service] group at ICR for education-through-experience, with perhaps lunches and/or potlucks for the congregations, groups, or schools, etc.
· Care and Concern—with the Social Service and Welfare Committee at ICR.
· Environmental Concerns—with the ICR committee that oversaw the new Islamic Center mosque and schools.
· Peace and Social Concerns— with the Freedom Foundation of MAS, where they are thinking of forming a Muslim outreach committee; with the ICR Da’wah [outreach] Committee; and with TIMELEAP [Triangle-Triad Interfaith Middle East Legislative Education and Advocacy Project] 
