 

Using our words to avoid a third U.S. war in the Middle East

In preschool, some of our children were taught to avoid fights by “using their words.” Five former secretaries of state and the bipartisan Iraq Study Group have recommended that the U.S. do the same by initiating direct negotiations with Iran. We are gratified that a high-ranking U.S. diplomat attended face-to-face talks with Iran last week, but discouraged that it appears to have been a one-time event. Efforts in Congress to require serious negotiations with Iran, such as Representative David Price’s Diplomatic Surge bill (HR 3797), cosponsored by Rep. Brad Miller and Rep. Bob Etheridge, have garnered little of the support that they deserve. In fact, Congress is poised to do just the opposite. H. Con. Res. 362, currently cosponsored by all of North Carolina’s Republican Representatives, as well as Democrats Miller and McIntyre, demands “that the President … [prohibit] the international movement of all Iranian officials not involved in negotiating the suspension of Iran's nuclear program.” This would effectively prohibit face-to-face talks about Iraq. In addition, the bill urges the president to initiate what amounts to a land, sea, and air blockade of Iran. Without U.N. authorization, this would be an act of war. Even with U.N. authorization, it would create a grave risk of an incident that could lead to a third bloody U.S.-created military crisis in the Middle East. We offer thanks to Representatives Price, Miller, and Etheridge for their support for a diplomatic surge. Senatorial candidate Kay Hagan has also vocally supported such a surge. We ask all of North Carolina’s Republican Representatives, along with Representatives Miller and McIntyre to reconsider their support for dangerous H Con Res 362. We are ready for leaders who know how to use their words in Washington.
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